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On Feb. 4, newspapers in Managua reported that President Daniel Ortega had praised Washington's
plans to pursue diplomacy before contra military aid. Barricada, the Sandinista National Liberation
Front's paper, quoted Ortega as saying Vice President Dan Quayle's pledge and other comments
on Nicaragua were "constructive, intelligent, and not confrontational." Last week in Venezuela,
Quayle told reporters that the Bush administration was "going to give the diplomatic route a
chance" to resolve the conflict between the contras and the Nicaraguan government. According
to Costa Rican President Oscar Arias, Quayle said the US will not seek more aid in order to give
peace talks a chance. They all were in Caracas attending the inauguration of President Carlos
Andres Perez. Ortega did not meet Quayle in Caracas, but showed a new peace proposal to
former President Jimmy Carter on Feb. 1. Quayle criticized that meeting, telling reporters Feb. 2:
"Obviously when you have a former president meeting with heads of state we don't meet with, it
has a chance of complicating matters." Ortega told Barricada none of Quayle's statements contained
"confrontational responses, including when (reporters) asked him about my meeting with former
President Carter." According to pro-government newspaper, El Nuevo Diario, the Nicaraguan
president said Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto would present a plan in the following week to
the United Nations calling on the US to work with Central American governments to fight drug
trafficking. Ortega was cited as saying, "It's well-known that Central America is used by the drug
traffickers as a staging ground from south to north." (Basic data from AP, 02/05/89)
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